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FORMS OP PROPOSALS.
64. The Object of Blank Forms of Proposals. In order to insure that all the bidders shall submit their proposals on exactly the same items and estimate prices in the same units, it is necessary to prepare printed blank forms to be used by all the bidders, these forms being complete in all respects except the prices and the names of the bidders. So important is it to have the bids exactly comparable in all respects that it is customary to reject all bids not made out on these printed forms as well as all bids which, though made on the printed forms, have changed the conditions of the same in any particular, either by erasures, interlineations, or additional conditions. If the bidder desires to submit a proposition in a different way or with other conditions than those stated in the printed form he should submit his bid on the printed form without correction or change and then append to his bid an auxiliary paper embodying such changes as he would wish to make, and the price he would submit if these changes were agreed to. In this way he complies strictly with the requirements by submitting a bid which is regular in every respect, and in addition submits what is practically another bid on a modified basis. While the modified bid is, of course, irregular, and would not be considered in conjunction with the regular bids, it would give to the parties letting the contract the information which he desires them to have, and states the modifications which he would agree to if the bid were let to him on the basis of his formal and regular proposal. The work might then be let to him on the basis of his valid proposal, with the expectation of making the terms in the final contract in accordance with the bidder's amended proposition. If the parties letting the contract, however, should not choose to do this, the bidder would still be bound by his formal or regular proposal. The importance of making the bids strictly comparable in every respect is so very